MACBETH

STUDY GUIDE
Act I

Scene 1 
1.      What tone and mood do the witches set at the start of the play? 


2.      At the end of the scene, the three witches say, "Fair is foul, and foul is fair."  What do you think they mean? 
Scene 2 
1.      What information do you learn about Macbeth and what is your first impression of him as you learn this information? 

2.      What relationship exists between King Duncan and Macbeth? 

3.      Macbeth enters the play indirectly -- we hear about him before we see him.  Why do you think Shakespeare introduces him this way? 

Scene 3 
1.      How does Shakespeare use Macbeth's first words to emphasize an important theme in this play?  

2.      Which of the two men is more greatly disturbed by the prophecies?  Why?  How do you know? 

3.      After you meet Ross and Angus, who confirm Macbeth's succession as Thane of Cawdor, do you note the same reaction in Macbeth and Banquo? 

4.      Quote Banquo's warning to Macbeth and write it in your own words.


5.      Quote one or two lines which reveal Macbeth's darker motives.
6.      What more do you learn of Macbeth's character in this scene? 

7.      What is Macbeth's conclusion about his becoming king?  Quote his words and rewrite the idea in your own words. 

8.      What does Macbeth mean when he says: "my dull brain was wrought with things forgotten"?
Scene 4
1.       Look at the lines that King Duncan says just before Macbeth enters this scene.  What idea do you think Shakespeare wants the audience to receive by using these words as Macbeth's entrance cue?
2.      When Duncan reveals that his son will succeed him, what do you think Macbeth is thinking?

3.      This scene is filled with courteous language.  Who is sincere in his use of this language?  How do you know?

5.      Macbeth's aside gives us a look into Macbeth's unspoken thoughts.  In your own words, rewrite the ideas in these lines.

Scene 5
We meet Lady Macbeth in this scene.  What kind of person does she seem to be?  What lines indicate this to you?

2.     What does this scene tell you about the relationship between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth?  Why do you think this?

3.     Macbeth speaks only 15 words in this scene.  What does this scene do to develop the characterization of Macbeth?  What new ideas do you have about him?  Why?

4.     What do you think Lady Macbeth means by her last words in this scene:  "Leave all the rest to me."?
Scene 6
1.     Why do you think Shakespeare gives this scene a daylight setting?  What words and phrases does Shakespeare use to emphasize this idea?

2.     Why do you think Lady Macbeth alone greets Duncan?

3.     What do Lady Macbeth's words and actions show about her character:  What actions do you "see" in this scene?


Scene 7
1.     Macbeth's first soliloquy tells us what is really in his heart and mind.  What arguments does he consider as he decides whether to kill King Duncan?  Cite actual words and phrases.

2.     What arguments does Lady Macbeth use as she attempts to change her husband's mind?  Cite actual words and phrases.


4.     Think carefully about the last two lines of this scene and act.  What ideas (lines) from earlier scenes in this act do these words echo?  Find at least three. 

