MACBETH
STUDY GUIDE
Act III

Scene 1 
1.      Find one word in Banquo's opening speech that lets us know that Banquo suspects Macbeth of murder.  What is that word? 

2.      Macbeth plays a detective game with Banquo.  What does Macbeth want to learn about Banquo?
 
3.      Macbeth's soliloquy lets us know that Macbeth is very insecure about being king.  What threat is very real to him?  How do we learn this from Macbeth's words?  Summarize Macbeth's thoughts about his insecurity.
 
4.      How do we know that Macbeth has previously met with the hired murderers?  Why do you think he has hired these men? 

5.      What arguments does Macbeth give to the murderers that they should consider Banquo their enemy?
 
6.      In what major way has Macbeth's planning of Banquo's murder differed from his planning of Duncan's?  What does this mean? 


Scene 2 
1.      In what way do Lady Macbeth's words at the beginning of this scene echo Macbeth's words in the previous scene? 

2.      How does Shakespeare reveal a change in the relationship between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth?  Quote several lines that give you clues to this answer. 

3.      What does Macbeth mean by his words:  "Things bad begun make strong themselves by ill."?  What practical example can you think of that illustrates this idea. 


Scene 3
1.     This scene reads quickly, but it takes much longer to perform than to read.  What actions must happen in your imagination or on the stage so that the lines in this scene make sense?

2.     One of the great mysteries of this play is the identity of the third murderer.  Who do you think he/she is?  What reasons do you have for your theory?


Scene 4
1.     If your production of The Scottish Play has a big budget, how would you set the stage for this scene?  Draw a large rectangle to represent the stage and indicate what you would use and where you would place everything you need for this scene (separate page).
2.    What information do we learn in this scene about recent experiences in Macbeth's life?  How do these lines relate to other events in this scene?

3.      In some productions, a ghost really appears on the stage.  In others, the ghost exists only in Macbeth's imagination.  Which do you think is more effective?  Why?

4.     How does Lady Macbeth explain her husband's behavior?

5.     Look carefully at the words Lady Macbeth speaks to her husband.  Why do they resemble her words in I.vii?

6.     Macbeth asks an important question in this scene.  Write the question in your own words.  Why is it important?  Do you recall another situation similar to this?  When he puts the two situations together, what might they mean to Macbeth?

7.     What do we learn about the quality of Scottish life during Macbeth's reign?

8.      What questions do you think Macbeth will ask the "Weird Sisters?"

9.     At the end of this scene both Macbeth and Lady Macbeth talk about sleep.  How does the word sleep remind the audience of something that happened earlier in the play?  What do you think Shakespeare is suggesting by using the word sleep often in the play?
Scene 5
1.     What acts of folly does Hecate say Macbeth will commit?

2.  Interpret her comment:  "Security is mortals' chiefest enemy."  Do you agree with this idea?

3.     Identify the exact lines in Hecate's speech that match the following parts of her meaning:  (1)  reasons for anger; (2) self-centered Macbeth; (3) meet tomorrow with spells; (4) I'm off to collect moon-vapor for magic to ruin Macbeth; (5) Macbeth's future;  (6) my spirit calls.
Scene 6
1.     In the middle of the play, Shakespeare uses this scene to highlight the important events; but he has another more important reason for this short scene.  He shows us how Macbeth's tyranny has made people very cautions, even in the way they speak.  Cite a least three examples from this scene in which either Lennox or the other Lord choose their words very carefully because each might not be able to trust the other.

2.  We also learn about Malcolm, an important person who has been missing from the play for a while.  By connecting Malcolm and Macduff, how does Shakespeare help you to predict some possibilities for the rest of the play?
