MACBETH 

STUDY GUIDE 

Act IV 

Scene 1 
1.      How does Shakespeare show that Macbeth is completely reckless as he attempts to find out what the future has in store for him?  What contrast to Macbeth's earlier personality does this behavior show? 

2.      Notice how the apparitions follow a pattern found in the witches' original greetings:  the first confirms what Macbeth already knows; the rest set him up for over-confidence.  What characteristic of human nature does Shakespeare dramatize here?
  
4.      Can you give any reason why Lennox happens to be here at this time? 


5.      What resolution does Macbeth make as his new method of operation? 
Scene 2 
1.      Lady Macduff is angry that her husband left for England without his family.  Do you agree with her reasoning?  Were Macduff's reasons for leaving the castle sufficient? 

2.      What emotions does this scene evoke in the audience?  Why does Shakespeare develop this emotion at this time in the play? 


Scene 3 
1.      Explain the test that Malcolm gives to Macduff.  How do you know whether Macduff passes the test? (Quote the lines that tell you.) 

2.      Malcolm lists the qualities that a good king should have. Do you agree with him?  Does every leader need all of these qualities?  Can any of them be omitted from a good leader?  Does Malcolm omit any from his self-evaluation?


3.      How does Shakespeare suggest a major contrast between King Edward and King Macbeth?  Is this contrast important to the play?
