Sentence Fragments
A sentence fragment is punctuated as if it was a complete sentence, but it is missing one of the essential elements of a complete sentence.

A sentence (independent clause) has three requirements: it must have a subject, it must have a predicate, and it must form a complete thought.

Fragment missing a subject

If a fragment is missing the subject, the reader doesn’t know who is performing the action.


Fragment:  The students were excited to go to the game.  Forgot their tickets.


Sentence:  The students were excited to go to the game.  They forgot their tickets.

Fragment missing a verb  
If a fragment is missing the entire verb, the reader doesn’t know what action is being performed.


Fragment:  The quarterback the ball to the receiver.

Sentence:  The quarterback threw the ball to the receiver.

Fragment due to incomplete verb
A fragment may be missing part of a verb phrase.


Fragment:  The friends planning to go to the movies on Saturday.


Sentence:  The friends were planning to go to the movies on Saturday.


Fragment:  The students planning the trip for a month.


Sentence:  The students had been planning the trip for a month.

Determine whether each of the following is a complete sentence (CS), a fragment missing a subject (F-S), a fragment missing a verb (F-V), or a fragment due to an incomplete verb (F-IV).

1. Will be at rehearsal today.

2. The boy with the bright green shirt and brown pants.
3. Cannot make it to practice this afternoon due to another appointment.

4. After school, I went to the game with my friends.

5. Todd, the boy in the third row of the classroom.

6. The students running down the hall so that they would not be late for class.

7. Teachers try to help students to understand their work better.

8. The team undefeated for the entire season but lost in the playoffs.

9. Under the book on my desk is the paper you were assigned

10. The key to success in any subject hard work and determination.

Sentence Fragment-Part 2
A phrase is a group of words that functions as a part of a sentence but does not have a subject or a verb.  A phrase that stands alone is a fragment.  Fix these fragments by combining each with the sentence that precedes it.
Participial phrase as a fragment


Fragment:  They were a terrific football team.  Winning ninety percent of their games.

Fragment:  The student had a strong grade. Scoring very high on all her tests.


Sentence:  They were a terrific football team winning ninety percent of their games.


Sentence:  The student had a strong grade scoring very high on all her tests.

Prepositional phrase as a fragment


Fragment:  The assignment was to be turned in.  At the end of class.


Fragment:  The player kicked the ball.  Over the net and into the bushes.


Sentence:  The assignment was to be turned in at the end of class.


Sentence:  The player kicked the ball over the net and into the bushes.

Infinitive phrase as a fragment


Fragment:  The coach yelled at the players.  To motivate them to do better.


Fragment:  The student studied hard.  To be the top of her class.

Sentence:  The coach yelled at the players to motivate them to do better.


Sentence:  The student studied hard to be the top of her class.

Determine whether each of the following is a complete sentence (CS) or a fragment (F).  Fix all fragments so that they are complete sentences.
1. To be first in her class.  The girl studied constantly.
2. Over the course of the summer.  The student took several trips.
3. On the desk near the book and under the stack of papers.
4. At the beginning of class, the teacher collected the homework.
5. He pays close attention.  Sitting in the front of the class near the door.
6. To have the opportunity to go to college for free.
Sentence Fragments-Part 3
A clause is a group of words that contains a subject and a verb.  Independent clauses form complete thoughts and can stand alone.  Subordinate clauses form incomplete thoughts and cannot stand alone.

Subordinate clauses can be joined to independent clauses to form complete sentences, or the subordinating conjunction can be removed to form a complete sentence (independent clause).


Fragment 1:  The student wanted to play football.  Although he is very small and not fast.


Sentence 1:  The student wants to play football, although he is very small and not fast.


Sentence 2:  Although he is very small and not fast, the student wants to play football.


Sentence 3:  The student wants to play football.  He is very small and not fast.


Fragment 2:  Because he is very intelligent.  The student got excellent marks.


Sentence 1:  Because he is very intelligent, the student got excellent marks.


Sentence 2:  The student got excellent marks because he is very intelligent.


Sentence 3:  The student got excellent marks.  He is very intelligent.

Identify whether each of the following are independent clauses (IC) or fragments that are subordinate clauses (SC).  Fix all fragments to make complete sentences.

1. The student got up early.  Because he didn’t want to be late for school.

2. After the test was over and the papers were collected.

3. When he was completely finished with the paper.  His computer crashed.
4. Even though I plan to go to college after I graduate high school.

5. Since he was desperately late to school.  George ran.

6. So that I would be sure to be on time, I woke up super early.

7. Where can I find a quiet place to study in this crazy place?

8. Provided I can earn enough scholarships and grants to pay for school.

9. Before the end of the school year I plan to make an A on a grammar test.

10. When I think about how to pay for college.  I get overwhelmed.
