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To Kill a Mockingbird by: Harper Lee
Reading Guide

Character List

Scout Finch (narrator):

Jem Finch:

Atticus Finch:

Alexandra:

Calpurnia:

Zeebo:
Boo (Arthur) Radley:

Dill Harris:

Mrs. Henry Lafayette Dubose:

Miss Rachel Haverford:

Miss Stephanie Crawford:

Miss Maudie Atkinson:

Nathan Radley:

Bob Ewell:

Mayella Ewell:

Burris Ewell:

The Ewell family:

Tom Robinson:

Helen Robinson:

Miss Caroline Fisher:

Walter Cunningham:

Mr. Cunningham (the Cunningham family):

Mr. Avery:

Cecil Jacobs:

Ike Finch:

Uncle Jack Finch:

Cousin Francis:

Judge Taylor:

Sheriff Heck Tate:

Reverend Sykes:

Mr. Underwood:
Dolphus Raymond:
Mrs. Grace Merriweather:

Miss Gates:

Chapter 1-Which part of the plot does this represent?

Setting (time and place):

What is significant about this particular time in history and place in the United States?
Family Lineage:

What does the family history suggest about the narrator’s family?

“Nothing to fear but fear itself”

Allusion-

Summer Fun:

What do the main children in the story do for fun?

The Radley’s-Describe the family and the mystery.

The Legend of Boo-Explain the fantastical description of Boo Radley.

“From the day Mr. Radley took Arthur home, people said the house died.”
Personification-

Theme:

Find evidence to support the following themes-

a. Pride in ancestry and “tradition.”

b. Pride in conformity and distrust of those who are different.

c. Awareness of difference in social classes.

d. Narrow span of interest in the world outside of Maycomb.

The Dares Begin-What begins the children’s obsession with Boo Radley?

Chapter 2:  School is in Session-Describe Scout’s initial reaction to school.

For what is Scout reprimanded?

“One does not love breathing.”

Benevolence, a theme:

How is this illustrated by Atticus and the Cunningham’s?

What is the WPA, and why won’t Mr. Cunningham work for it?

Chapter 3:  The People of Maycomb

Describe the Cunningham’s (chapters 2 and 3)

Describe the Ewell’s based on Burris’s actions at school and Atticus’s description.

What does Atticus’s diction on page 31 suggest about the way he views his children?

“You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view…until you climb into his skin and walk around in it.”-Atticus
Chapter 4-The Giving Tree

What are the seven gifts left in the knot in the tree before Mr. Nathan Radley fills it with cement (chapters 4-7)?

Imaginations Stir-What does Scout hear coming from the Radley house when she is rolled into their yard in a tire?

Chapter 5-Childhood Romance

What rite of passage begins in this chapter?
Simile:

Second Battle of Marne:

Old Testament pestilence:  
How does Miss Maudie describe Mr. Nathan Radley?
“…sometimes the Bible in the hand of one man is worse than a whiskey bottle in the hand of [another].”  Contrast Miss Maudie Atkinson with the rest of the neighbors.
Characterization:

“Atticus Finch is the same in his house as he is on the public streets.”

What talent does the reader discover Dill possess in this chapter?
Chapter 6-Dill’s Big Send-off

What grand plan do Jem and Dill concoct for his last day?  How does Jem get Scout to go along with it?
Describe the obstacles they face in order of occurrence.
How is Dill’s talent, which the reader learned about in chapter 5, applied in this chapter?

Mood:

What mood is created by the description on the bottom of page 55?

Suspense:

How is suspense incorporated on page 57?

Chapter 7-Continuing theme

To which previously discussed theme does the leaving of the gifts in the tree add?

Chapter 8-The Unusual Season

Foreshadowing:

What paradoxical occurrence does Scout witness for the first time in this chapter?
What is her reaction?

What does Mr. Avery claim caused the occurrence?

What tragic event at the end of the chapter does the snow seem to foreshadow?

Characterization:

What does Jem’s idea for how to build a snowman suggest about him?

Why does Atticus demand that the children destroy the snowman?

Describe the chance meeting that the children miss because they are captivated by the fire.
How does Miss Maudie react after the fire?  What does this suggest about her values?

Chapter 9-The Conflict Begins

What claim does Scout’s classmate, Cecil Jacobs, make in this chapter?

“Simply because we were licked a hundred years before we started is no reason for us not to try to win.”  What does this statement suggest about Atticus’s reasons for taking the case?
Verbal Irony:

Describe the contrast between Ike Fitch and the lesson that Atticus is trying to teach Scout.

What rite of passage is Scout experiencing during this chapter?

Contrast the ways that Atticus and Uncle Jack deal with her behavior.

What do Scout and Francis fight about at Finch’s Landing?  What is the result?

“I’ll never speak to you again as long as I live!  I hate you an’ despise you and hope you die tomorrow!”  What does this statement suggest about Scout?

Describe the case between Tom Robinson and the Ewell’s that Atticus is involved with.

Chapter 10-“Ol’ One Shot”

Why is Scout embarrassed of Atticus at the beginning of this chapter?
What is it a sin to kill a mockingbird, according to Miss Maudie?

Foreshadowing:

What anomaly occurs in this chapter that suggests trouble is coming to Maycomb?

How does Jem react to Atticus’s heroics at the end of the chapter?

To what theme does this add?

Chapter 11-The Meaning of Courage

What uncharacteristic action does Jem perform in this chapter?

What leads him to act that way?

What punishment does he receive as a result?
Characterization:

“The one thing that doesn’t abide by majority rule is a person’s conscience.”

Describe the children’s impression of Mrs. Dubose.

What was the real reason that Atticus had Jem read to Mrs. Dubose?  What lesson was Atticus trying to teach the children?  Which theme does this also represent?

Part II

Chapter 12-Calpurnia’s Church
By what name does Calpurnia begin to call Jem is this chapter?  Which theme does this represent?

Characterization:

Describe the cartoon that is printed about Atticus.

Contrast the First Purchase African M.E. Church with the church the children usually attend.
Characterization:

Describe Reverend Sykes based on his actions.

Blackstone’s Commentaries:

Assimilation:

What is Calpurnia’s opinion?

Chapter 13-Aunt Alexandra Comes to Stay

Contrast Alexandra and Atticus’s ideas of “Fine Folks”.

How does Jem dispel Aunt Alexandra’s view?

What subject makes Atticus uncharacteristically uncomfortable at the end of this chapter?
“I now know what he was trying to do, but Atticus was only a man.  It takes a woman to do that kind of work.”  Explain.
Chapter 14-An Unexpected Visitor

How does Atticus define “rape” for Scout (age 8)?

What does this reinforce about his character?

Over what topic do Alexandra and Atticus argue in this chapter?

Explain how Jem “broke the remaining code of our childhood.”
What theme does this reinforce?

Contrast the ideas of family of Dill and Scout.

What do Dill and Scout discuss at the end of this chapter?

What does this suggest about their characters?

Chapter 15-The Innocence of a Child
What does the group of men come to discuss with Atticus at the beginning of the chapter?
What is Jem’s reaction to this event?

What does this reinforce about his character?

What does Atticus do that tips the children off that there is trouble?

How does Scout help avoid the conflict?

Which theme does this represent?

Chapter 16-The Trial Begins
Describe Mr. Underwood based on his actions in this chapter as well as the way he is described by Atticus.
Describe Mr. Dolphus Raymond’s way of life and its effects on the town of Maycomb.

Judge Taylor’s appearance and ability are stark contrasts.  Why do you suppose this difference exists?  Does he appear as he does on purpose?

Chapter 17-The Testimony of Mr. Ewell

What information does Atticus seem concerned with during Sheriff Heck Tate’s testimony?

Allusion/characterization:

Mr. Ewell’s complete given name-

What important piece of evidence has Atticus uncovered by the end of this chapter?

Chapter 18-Mayella Ewell

Describe the Ewell’s life (Ch. 17-18).  How is Mayella a contrast to the Ewell way of life?

What is significant about the description of Tom Robinson?

Chapter 19-Tom Robinson

Contrast the character of Tom Robinson with the Ewell’s.

Contrast Tom’s testimony with that of the Ewell’s.  List several important differences.

What “mistake” did Tom make in saying that he felt sorry for Mayella?

Explain Scout’s statement that “she [Mayella] was even lonelier that Boo Radley”?

Chapter 20-A Secret Revealed

What does Dolphus Raymond mean when he says “Things haven’t caught up with that one’s instincts yet.”

Paraphrase Atticus’s summation (closing speech) to the jury.

Chapter 21-The Verdict

What is the effect of the jury taking a long time to deliberate?

How does Scout know the verdict before it is announced?

How is Atticus honored as he leaves the courtroom?

Chapter 22-The Aftermath

What is Atticus’s response to Jem’s disbelief at the verdict?
How do Miss Maudie, Miss Stephanie, and Mr. Avery respond to the verdict?

Simile:

What is the significance of Jem saying “It’s like being a caterpillar in a cocoon…”?

What kind of clown does Dill decide to be?  Explain his reasoning.

Chapter 23-Faith in the Justice System

Explain Atticus’s statement “It’s all adding up, and one of these days we are going to pay the bill for it.”

Contrast the difference in attitude between Atticus and Aunt Alexandra regarding the Cunningham’s.

Chapter 24-The Ladies of the Missionary Circle
Discuss the irony of Mrs. Merriweather’s admiration for J. Grimes Everett and her attitude toward the trial.

What does Miss Maudie mean when she says “We’re paying the highest tribute we can pay a man”?

Chapter 25-A Town in Unrest

In what way is Mr. Underwood’s editorial in the Maycomb Tribune similar to the advice Atticus gave Jem and Scout when they got their guns?
Chapter 26-Scout Matures
Scout is growing up.  Explain her feelings toward:

a. The former Boo Radley games.

b. Her remaining desire to see Boo Radley.

c. “Current Events”

What is the irony of Miss Gates’ lecture on democracy when compared to her comments at the trial?

Chapter 27-Bob Ewell
Characterize Bob Ewell based on his actions following trial to this point.
Chapter 28-The Long Walk Home from the Pageant
What do Jem and Scout attribute as the noises they hear on the return journey from the pageant?  Why?

How do Jem’s actions during the attack demonstrate that he is growing up?
What has become of Bob Ewell?
Chapter 29-Scout’s Savior

Who saved Jem and Scout?  How does their initial meeting compare with the fictional meeting Scout explained in chapter 26?

Chapter 30-Case Finally Closed
There seems to be an immediate understanding between Scout and Boo.  Why do you think that is?

Atticus and Mr. Tate have a very heated argument.  What does Mr. Tate mean by the statement “Let the dead bury the dead”?

Chapter 31-The Conclusion

Scout gains a new understanding when she views the neighborhood from the Radley porch.  Explain some of the revelations she has from this vantage point.

Briefly reflect on this closing scene.  What does the ending mean to you?

